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A CONVICTED ANARCHIST'S REPLY TO PRO- 
FESSOR LOMBROSO. 

I have read with much interest Professor Lombroso's article about 
the anarchists, and I found many things in it that are true, 
but also many errors. Even should we admit Professor Lombroso's 
theory to be correct, it would in the present case avail but little, be- 
cause the portraits from which he made his deductions are not suffi- 
ciently truthful for his purpose. ' SchaakV book is said to be a ficti- 
tious 'robber story,' and I am informed that it contains many un- 
truths absolutely invented for ornament and decoration. It is in the 
highest degree improbable that such a book should not have cari- 
catured the portraits of the anarchists. In books designed for sale 
to the masses, the illustrations are not, as a rule, of any value as 
works of art, even if the persons pictured in them enjoy the author's 
favor. The only true to life pictures are the photographs which 
Dr. Carus sent to Professor Lombroso, and these were taken in the 
county jail ; but it appears that the Professor thought little of them, 
for he says, ' Perhaps these photographs were taken some years be- 
fore the crime, when they were very young, ' and the pictures in the 
Vorbote were drawn after the photographs, and are therefore of no 
account so long as the photographs themselves are accessible. 

Certain as it is that vice, crime, and brutality very often find 
a characteristic expression of face, so equally certain is it also that 
prominent physiognomists very often judge inaccurately and falsely. 
There are many instances of this. In Mantegazza's work are found 
examples. Now, if it is difficult to arrive at a correct opinion un- 
der favorable circumstances, it is almost impossible to do so if 
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such pictures as those of Schaak's, with Schaak's explanations, form 
the basis and starting point of the inquiry. 

Johann Most has an unsymmetric face ; this however, is not the 
fault of nature, but of an unskilful surgeon. Of Engel I know 
nothing, except that he joined the socialists at an advanced age. 
In his earlier years he advocated anti-Socialistic ideas. After his 
first arrest he was set free upon the good word of Coroner Herz, who 
declared that he knew Engel for years as a quiet and well-behaved 
citizen. 

With Lingg I was not on friendly terms, and therefore pro- 
priety demands that I keep silent about him. 

Spies was born in the house of a forester, which had formerly 
been a Raubschloss. The connection between this fact and the other 
one that Spies twenty years later was converted to socialism by an 
American, is not very clear to me. He was undoubtedly the most 
gifted of all the indicted anarchists, and he had a most intelligent 
appearance ; his forehead was well developed. Temperance in 
eating and drinking was one of his qualities, but as regards his 
intellectual activity, I regret to say that this was not the case. Many 
of his articles betrayed nervous over-excitement. In the beginning 
of the year 1886, all intellectual work was forbidden him by his 
physician, and for a few weeks he followed his advice. He was full 
of compassion for the poor and wretched, and he helped them 
wherever he could. Concerning his charities he observed strict 
silence. Any reference to them was disagreeable to him, and made 
him angry. A man who had once rudely offended him without cause, 
being in distress Spies obtained work for him. I came to the knowl- 
edge of this by accident. One of the employees of the Arbeiter- 
Zeitung who received but a small salary told me that Spies out of 
his own pocket gave him for some months $2.00 a week to pay a 
doctor and procure medicine. The salary of Spies was only $19.00 
a week, and from this he supported his mother. Spies was of a 
very tender nature, and what his comrades thought of his blood- 
thirstiness maybe gathered from the following anecdote. A certain 
man by the name of Matzinger had translated an article from the 
French, "The Day After the Revolution," and Spies asked an 
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acquaintance of mine, "What would you do the day after the revo- 
lution?" The answer was, "I should imprison you till all was 
over, for your sentimentality would prevent us from any energetic 
methods." The bystanders laughed ; Spies flushed and said nothing. 

Fielden has been treated worst by Professor Lombroso. His 
father has been characterised as a sort of genius, and in closest con- 
nection with it, the Professor says, "Almost all the sons of men of 
genius are lunatics, idiots, or criminals." I hope the Professor, 
mindful of this, is not married. 

If the term genius has so wide a meaning, the above statement 
is certainly incorrect. Goethe on his mother's side had very talented 
ancestors, and his father was extremely well gifted. The son of 
Goethe was a drunkard, but we know that this unfortunate inherit- 
ance came from his mother's side. The Darwin family was famous 
for two hundred years. The sons of Hegel and Schelling were also 
able men. Many more instances of that kind could be adduced ; and 
whenever a genius or his posterity goes to the wall, there are often 
external circumstances that cause it. The Fielden who became fa- 
mous as a Member of Parliament at the time of the Chartist move- 
ment in England, was a relative, but not the father of Sam Fielden. 
Sam Fielden's father was a very intelligent laborer, who also took part 
in the Chartist movement, without, however, becoming very promi- 
nent in it. By the bye, the descendants of the first named Fielden 
are neither "lunatics, idiots, nor criminals," but wealthy manufac- 
turers. And now to Sam Fielden ; no lunatic, idiot, or criminal could 
make the speech which he made when asked why sentence of death 
should not be pronounced against him, a speech concerning which 
Mr. Grinnell, the prosecutor, said that "had it been made to the 
jury, they would have acquitted him." Mr. Luther Laflin Mills, for- 
merly States Attorney, declared in my presence that it was a mas- 
terpiece. That there was any criminal disposition in Sam nobody 
ever had any idea. He was nearly forty years old when arrested, 
and his wealthy employers considered him an honest man, and a 
harmless enthusiast of an amiable nature. He had become entangled 
in the Anarchist prosecution by a strange concatenation of circum- 
stances. 
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Professor Lombroso's opinion concerning Fielden, formed by 
the study of portraits, stands in a strange contrast to the estimate 
of character made by the judge who tried and sentenced the anar- 
chists. Three days before the execution Judge Gary wrote the fol- 
lowing letter to Governor Oglesby : 

Chicago, 111., November 8, 1887. 
To the Hon. Richard J. Oglesby, Governor of Illinois. 

Sir : In the application of Samuel Fielden for a commutation of his sentence, 
it is not necessary as to the case itself that I should do more than refer to the deci- 
sion of the Supreme Court for a history of his crime. 

Outside of what is there shown, there is in the nature and private character 
of the man, a natural love of justice, an impatience at all undeserved suffering, an 
impulsive temper ; and an intense love of and thirst for the applause of his hearers 
made him an advocate of force as a heroic remedy for the hardships that the poor 
endure. In his own private life he was the honest, industrious, and peaceable 
laboring man. 

In what he said in court before sentence he was respectful and decorous. His 
language and conduct since have been irreproachable. As there is no evidence that 
he knew of any preparation to do the specific act of throwing the bomb that killed 
Degan he does not understand even now that general advice to large masses to do 
violence makes him responsible for the violence done by reason of that advice, nor 
that being joined by others in an effort to subvert law and order by force makes 
him responsible for the acts of those others tending to make that effort effectual. 

In short, he was more a misguided enthusiast than a criminal conscious of 
the horrible nature and effect of his teachings and of his responsibility therefor. 
What shall be done in his case is partly a question of humanity, and partly a ques- 
tion of state policy, upon which it seems to me action on the part of your excellency 
favorable to him is justifiable. 

I attach this to a copy of his petition to your excellency and refer to that for 
what he says of the change that has come upon himself. 

Respectfully Yours, 

Joseph E. Gary. 

Professor Lombroso wrote his article with the best intentions, 
I fully recognise the fact ; and certainly he was governed by the most 
humane motives. But even conceding the correctness of his theory 
he necessarily failed from the insufficiency of his materials. 

One thing more, Anarchism is a collective term like Liberalism. 
People understand by it many different and sometimes contradictory 
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theories. That part of it which is not in harmony with human pro- 
gress will fail, shall fail, and must fail, but that part of it which is 
good will live in spite of all. The mistake, however, which has been 
made in our special case will not again be made in America ; and 
that also will be for the general good. 

Joliet Penitentiary. M. Schwab. 



